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NORODOM SIEFANOUK with 
WILPFRED BURCHEVT : 

My War with the CIA 

Cambodia's Fight for Survival 
272pp. Aflen Lane The Peneuin 
Press, £1.60. Penguin. - Paperback, 
50p. : 

When Prince Sihanouk of Cambodia 
wus overthrown by a coup d’état 
three years ago his country was at 
peace and very largely under the 
contro} of its severnment. ‘This had 
ba achieved by a depree of enn 
promise with the Commanist side in 
the Vietnamese War, a compromise 
eventually intolerable to the United 
States and South Vietnant. who used 
the new circumstances in Cambodia 
to invade and clear suspected Com- 
munist base areas and sanctuaries 
and to cut Communist lines of 
supply. 

Whether or not this was a decisive 
step) on the way to a ceasetire jn 
Vietnam, as is claimed, Cambodia 
itself became another theatre of the 
war and has suffered atrociously in 
consequence. Its government does 
not govern, for the cauntryside is 
Jargely in the hands of the Con- 
munists-—North Vietnamese, Sihan- 
ouk’s Cambodian partisans, South 
Victhamese, or whatever, Corrup- 
tion is no less, Even with peace in 
Vietnam, a solution in Cambodia 
sects har div possible exe ept by com- 
Promise with the Prince in’ Peking. 
There is thus a sense in which Sihan- 
ouk’s fight far survival is also that 
ot Cambodia. 

Whether there was any war against 

Sihanouk by the American Central 
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Intelligence Ageney is net proved by 
this short, self-justifying aceount of 
his political ife, thaugh the evi- 
dence is widely accepted, ‘The 
book’s exuberance seems less ine 
moderate than that of the Prince’s 
views of fudochina as given to, Joan 
Lacouture (f?Indochine. vue de 
Pékin, reviewed in the TES on 
February Jf, 1972)—or is it 
merely that propaganda — sounds 
more propagandise in French ? Had 
there been less turmoil in Cam- 
bodia’s relations with Thailand and 
South = Vietnam. turmoil which 
Sihanouk did Jittl: to reniove, plots 
against him. would have been Jess 
eusy Lo concect; nor, given what 
he uow admits about his assist- 
ance to the Communist side in Viet- 
nant, can he clatin that the Americans 
had no reason to cancocr them. For 
the Vieoninh and Vietcon;, he SUNS, 
“the main thing was my unswerving 
political, diplomatic and material 
support”? 3 “Por vears we bad ofli- 
cially winked at their presence”; 
“Tr was Lon Nal himself who sigued 
many of the agreements with the 
NLF Riel eon) So there. were 
Witter agreenicnts, too, at a time 
when a connexion or connivance 
was officially and repeatedly denied, 
and when the “neutrality ? of Cam- 
bodia was vaunted and proclaimed 
by Sihanouk's ambassadors abroad, 
The exiled prince is engaging ly 
frank, as he is elsewhere in admining 
the large Victnamese component in 
his freedom forces—Cambodian Vict- 
naniese, but how does one tell ? 
Other points of interest emerse 
from the diatribe. Sihanouk received 
news of his overthrow in Moscow, 
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where he had asked far and been pro- 
mised military uid to madernize 
armed forces which had lacked new 
equipment and weapons ever since 
he had terminated American imili- 
tary aid in £1963. Russia duly fulfilled 
the promise-—but- to General Lon 
Nol, who had ousted Sihanouk (and 
thereby gained significaut political 
strensth in the new Cambodia), For 
this and because it hus failed to re- 
cognize his government in exile, Rus- 
sia reccives its share of abuse, Stha- 
nouk’s jndignation is understand- 
able. Chinese support would be un- 
likely to restore him rapidly to the 
leadership af a Russian. client state. 

Sihanouk’s hatred of the Ameri- 
cans is horrible to behald: the most 
trivial anecdote in which he can 
chuint to have scored off them 
appears at tedious length. His sen- 
Sitivity, his cagerness to be insulted 
and to triumph over the oifender, 
however innocent, is beyond mea- 
sure. Tt is -this that casts sume 
doubt on the detail he gives of the 
plots againsr hin, the outlines of 
which, iucluding thet of his final 
overthrow, are,  Jiowever, well 
enough known. O£ course people 
tried to overthraw him: sew who 
read his boastful, bitrer, obsessive, 
ranting baok will wonder why. 
3ut the whole truth is not here. 
This god-king, turned democrat, 
turned demagogue, turned resist 
ance fighter, always patriot, pre- 
sided aver the life of his country 
for twenty-eight ditficule but 
peaceful years. Only disaster has 
followed his departure. Tn the Can- 
peat dimension he has validity 
Stuy. 
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